
KIM
SULLIVAN
MY LIFE AS A MOM

ers changed daily.
There was a Malex,
Jadin, Marie, Michael,
Seea, Cassie, and a
Gesile. There were pets
and parents for these
friends.

There were even
arguments, some of
which became so heat-
ed I had to put both
Laura and her imagi-
nary friend in timeouts.

My mind is not
what it used
to be. Oh, it

still processes informa-
tion just fine; it’s the
creativity part it lacks.
I find it no longer func-
tions well in a world of
make believe. I find it
difficult to “make stuff
up” as my 8-year-old
daughter, Laura, would
say. She, on the other
hand, has an unlimited
imagination.

It all began with a
menagerie of pretend
friends when she was 3.
Jessica and Alan were
the mainstays; the oth-

One time, I had to “call”
Jessica and Alan’s mom
to pick them up early
because they were
bullying Laura. Of
course, they were wel-
come back if they
promised to behave
next time.

We don’t see much of
her imaginary friends
these days. Now she
channels that creativity
into playing house or
Barbies.

I loved playing Bar-
bies as a child. My sis-
ter and I could spend
an entire weekend in
Barbie World. As an

adult, I find playing
Barbies a bit tortuous;
it ranks up there with
my experience of
watching the Wiggles
dance and sing “Hot
Potato.”

This creativity stuff
is essential, though, and
I marvel at the way
Laura can improvise so
quickly. So every once
in while, I let her talk
me into playing Bar-
bies. When I do, I al-
ways claim the younger
sister doll. I proceed to
be the whiniest child on
earth. I am obstinate
and dramatic. I am a

nightmare. Laura, play-
ing either the child’s
mother or baby sitter,
has to navigate through
my tantrums. It is a
delight to witness and
time passes quickly.

Last summer, Laura
created her own lan-
guage and quizzed me
on it. She even wrote a
dictionary, of sorts, for
me to study. She would
say something like,
“Mooch, dee mocko,”
and I was supposed to,
without looking at my
notes, supply the cor-
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“Projec-
tion is
about
burst-
ing out

of the bubble,” says Joy Rock-
stroh to a class of young actors
enrolled in Evergreen’s Sum-
mer Theater Arts and Creativ-
ity Program’s acting class held
at Creations Galore in Ash-
waubenon.

After Rockstroh’s encour-
agement, one of the students
reads his lines again, but this
time he can be heard across the
room that is otherwise filled
with the voices of similar-age
students reading their lines.

“It’s more about teaching
acting in general rather than
something specific to your
role,” said Beth LeGreve, an
Ashwaubenon High School
junior.

And some of the skills are
even useful beyond the stage.

“It does so many things for
young people; it gives them
self-confidence to be up and
feel good about themselves to
be up in front of people,” said
Bonnie Goggins, one of the
instructors for the acting class
and veteran of local theater.
“Being on stage is like being on
a team: You work together, and
that collaboration between
actors on stage is a very good
experience for young people.”

For another student, being

involved in the theater goes
deeper than just collaborating.

“I don’t think of it as
friends,” said Hannah Freund, a
sixth-grader at Foxview Inter-
mediate School in De Pere. “I
think of it as my second fam-
ily.”

More than acting

Evergreen’s program also
offers classes in other aspects
of theater such as lighting and
script writing.

“We’re trying to teach kids

ACTING AND LIGHTS
AND SCRIPT AND ...

Kids can learn about all aspects of theater in Evergreen’s new program

By Daniel Higgins
Press-Gazette Media

Acting instructor Joy Rockstroh, center, gives direction to Felix Torrez-Ponce, right, and Holly Zakowski during an Evergreen Productions Summer
Theater Arts & Creativity Program class. PHOTOS BY JIMMATTHEWS/PRESS-GAZETTE MEDIA

ABOUT THE
PROGRAM
Evergreen’s Summer
Theater Arts and Creativ-
ity Program received
grants from The Greater
Cincinnati Foundation and
The P&G Fund of The
Greater Cincinnati Foun-
dation, The Greater Green
Bay Community Founda-
tion and The Dramatist
Guild.
A second session of the
program begins Monday
and runs through Aug. 2.
Sessions are open to
children ages ages 10-18.
Some classes have age
restrictions due to safety
and equipment needs.
Courses include: Acting,
lighting and sound de-
sign, set/scenic design and
building, marketing/
budgeting/finance, script
writing/selection, improvi-
sation, putting on the
look of a show, building
creativity and stage man-
aging/crew.
Classes held at The Green
Room Lounge, 353 Main
Ave., De Pere, and Cre-
ations Galore, 3164 Coro-
net Way, Ashwaubenon.
Registration available at
the door or online.
Visit www.evergreenpro-
ductions.org, or call (920)
664-5278, for more in-
formation.

Beth LeGreve, right, reacts to Chloe Becker during a play rehearsal as
part of group critiques.

» See THEATER, C2

“Robin Hood”

When: 6 p.m., July 25-26
Where: Brown County Central Library auditorium, 515 Pine St., Green Bay
Cast (Character): Felix Torrez-Ponce (Robin Hood); Beth LeGreve (Maid
Marian); Caleb Aguirre (Will); Thomas Goggins (Sheriff); Emily Goggins (Little
John); Eli Newdiger (Friar Tuck); Jessica Schumacher (King Richard).
Directed by: Justin Gulmire, assisted by Bonnie Goggins and Curt Christnot
Admission: $5 general seating

DESPICABLEME 2

Rating: PG for rude hu-
mor and mild action

What it’s about: Gru is
summoned to help track
down a fellow supervillain
who is bent on world dom-
ination, but hiding out at the
local mall.

The kid attractor factor:
Minions. Many many Min-
ions.

Lessons learned: You
don’t have to be an evil
genius to raise daughters
who are nearing dating age.
But it helps.

Violence: Slapstick.
Language: A few fart

and “poop” jokes.
Sex: Tween flirtation,

online dating.
Drugs: Nope.
Parents’ advisory: Fun

for the whole family.

—McClatchy-Tribune Informaiton Services

FOR YOUR
REVIEW

41st Annual Oneida
PowWow: Grand entries at
1 and 7 p.m. today and noon
Sunday at Norbert Hill Center,
N7210 Seminary Road, Onei-
da. Drumming and dance
competitions. Food vendors.
Woodland Indian Art Market
is a juried art competition for
Native American artists who
create works of art. $7 daily
pass, $12 weekend pass. Free
ages 10 and younger and
ages 60 and older. Advance
tickets available at Oneida
One Stop. (920) 496-5311.

ManawaMid-Western
Rodeo: 7:30 a.m.-11 p.m. at
Manawa rodeo grounds,
E5888 Waupaca County B,
Manawa. Free admission to
the grounds. Tickets required
for grandstand rodeos at 2
and 7:30 p.m.. Rodeo parade,
10 a.m.. (800) 747-6336,
www.manawarodeo.org.

Family Fest: 10 a.m.-7
p.m. at Goodman Township
Park on Lake Hilbert. Flag
retirement ceremony, 1 p.m.,
presented by VFW/American
Legion Auxiliary. Food and
beverages sold. Fireworks at
dusk. $10 annual parking
sticker. Donation of nonper-
ishable food item requested.

Sports Card, NASCAR &
Collectibles Show: 10 a.m.-4
p.m., East Town Mall, 2350 E.
Mason St., Green Bay. (920)
884-2992.

OUT & ABOUT
TODAY

Why is the London
Bridge in Arizona?

The old nursery rhyme
goes like this: “London
Bridge is falling down, falling
down, falling down…” In
the late 1960s, that’s exactly
what was happening. Built in
1831, the London Bridge
spanned the Thames River in
London, England. By the late
1960s, the bridge was in
disrepair, sinking under its
own weight into the clay of
the Thames. That’s when
Robert McCulloch bought the
bridge for $2.4 million. In
1967, he moved the bridge
brick-by-brick to Lake Havasu
City, Ariz. By 1971, London
Bridge was once again
opened— this time in the
U.S.

SOURCE: “TIME for Kids:
Big Book of Why.”

—McClatchy-Tribune Information Services

BUT WHY?
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Open
7 Days
a week

Pick berries on your way
to or from the NEW Zoo!

PickPick
Your OwnYour Own

StrawberriesStrawberries

2556 School Lane, Suamico
www.blasersacres.com

Hwy. 41 north to Sunset Beach, Cty. B,
Suamico, left 3 miles before NEW Zoo turn off.

920.655.0483920.655.0483

Pick Your Own - $1.35#
Pre Picked - Always Available

Blueberries & other
Fresh Produce
AVAILABLE NOWDairy Cove - Cecil

Townline Pub & Grill - Suamico
Townline Pub & Grill - Bellevue

Duzzi’s Sports Bar -
Packerland Dr. - Green Bay
Mobil Main St De Pere

STAND
LOCATIONS!

WI-5001679117

Georgia
Peaches
$3200

about every aspect of
theater, on stage or be-
hind stage,” said Teresa
Aportela-Seregott, who is
a volunteer with Ever-
green Productions.

Students get handouts,
take notes, create back
stories for their charac-
ters and participate in
discussions.

But it’s not just theory.
There are plenty of
hands-on opportunities
and practical applications
to what they are learning.

In the lighting class,
after learning about safe-
ty issues, kids adjust
lights from ambient to
spotlight and even stand
in front of an LED light
that doesn’t produce as
much heat as traditional
lights.

In the scriptwriting
class students answer a
series of questions from
the instructor, Bill Ser-
gott, about their favorite
characters and movies
and then eventually get
involved in a discussion
about what makes a good
plot and keeps them in-
terested in a story.

It has the feeling of a
creative writing class.

It’s the second week of
the four-week session and
by the time they finish,
students will have writ-
ten an original script.

Typically, when stu-
dents are involved in a

play their focus is on
their particular character
and there is little time to
learn about other aspects
such as makeup or set
design.

In a way the program,
running in conjunction
with a summer produc-

tion of “Robin Hood,”
gives students the best of
both being in a play and a
class.

“We are teaching dif-
ferent acting strategies
and techniques in the
classes because a good
portion of our students in

the class is also in the
cast,” said Goggins. “So
projection and things like
that we are able to teach
in the class and then have
them ... use it on stage for
real.”

More than theater

“You see kids come
out of their shell,” said
Aportela-Seregott. “This
is a great way for them to
learn to connect with
human beings and helps
with communication
skills.”

Goggins sees other
benefits in a community-
based theater program
for kids.

“It also introduces
them to the arts and it
gives them the opportuni-
ty to be someone else and
to be creative and to be
expressive,” she said.

Ask Felix Torrez-Pon-
ce, who will be playing
Robin Hood in the up-
coming play, what he’s
gained from his theater
experience and he has
another insight.

“I find it useful be-
cause if you can get up on
a stage and say lines, talk
in front of a lot of people
then it’s easier to make
conversation, it’s easier
to get out there and be
open instead of (being)
that shy kid,” said Torrez-
Ponce, who will be an
eighth-grader this fall at
Lombardi Middle School
in Green Bay.

Theater
» From Page C1

Olivia Allen, left, performs a scene with Avery Nooyen as their group critiques the performance as part of the Evergreen
Theater program. JIM MATTHEWS/PRESS-GAZETTE MEDIA

rect translation of
“Mom, I love you.”

If memory serves
me correctly, I spent
many afternoons driv-
ing around Green Bay,
with an insistent back-
seat child saying, “No,
Mom, you have it all
wrong, ‘Dee welcha
blook swanta’ doesn’t
mean I want to throw
up, it means I want to
snuggle!”

My husband, Matt, is
a natural in the imagi-
nary world. Laura can
say to him, “Dad, do
you know what blocosta
means?” and without
missing a beat he will
say, “Well, sure it
means something very

expensive”, which, of
course, is incorrect but
not the point.

The point is to go
along with the idea of
making up words and
definitions. The point is
to indulge her sense of
curiosity and imagina-
tion.

It’s good for her and
in the end, I know it’s
good for me, too.

Kim Sullivan is a freelance writer
from De Pere where she lives with
her husband, Matt, and two kids,
Logan (10) and Laura (8). Two
nights ago Laura made up a game
where one person states a
problem and the other quickly
creates a solution. Kim’s problem:
itchy mosquito bites. Laura’s
solution: an invisible protective
bubble that surrounds you and
prevents mosquitos from biting
you. Kim now thinks Laura will
grow up to be an inventor. Kim
can be reached at
kimsullivan03@gmail.com

Wild
» From Page C1

Moms looking for
an attractive
swing to hang

from a tree in the yard
may want to try the
Round-and-Round Swing,
available through
HearthSong. It comes
with a 23.5-inch diameter
base that can help par-
ents to feel more secure
about their young chil-
dren having an adequate
surface area to sit on.

The swing base is

made of nylon and tightly
hand-woven enough so
that it helps to keep
hands and feet from
falling through. Kids can
sit on the swing in any
style or lay on their tum-
mies for a ride. My two
youngsters like sitting
back to back on the swing
with their legs hanging
over the edges for a
back-and-forth ride. Us-
ing a swivel attachment
at the top can help chil-
dren to have a round-and-
round ride.

The swing is made to
hold a maximum110
pounds, so my kids could
easily have piled another
child on. The kids and I,
surpassing a total of 110
pounds, even sat together
for a nice gentle ride. Be
aware there is no way to
secure young children,
which is why the swing is
intended for children
ages 3 and older.

According to manu-
facturers, the Round-
and-Round Swing should
be installed 16 inches
above a level surface and
at least 72 inches away
from houses, fences and
the like. It does not come
with hooks for hanging,
but each of the swing’s
ropes, approximately six
feet in length, does end

with a ring to facilitate
hanging.

My children love our
new swing. It hangs nice-
ly from a lower branch in
the sycamore tree in our
front yard. I imagine I’ll
keep it out there during
the fall, and perhaps
even longer, as the manu-
facturer indicates it can

be kept outside year
round. It is simply rec-
ommended that all parts
be checked at the begin-
ning of each season. The
Round-and-Round Swing
comes in black and can
be purchased for $99.99
from hearthsong.com.
Adult supervision is rec-
ommended.

MOMS GEAR

HANG THE ROUND-AND-ROUND SWING
FROM A TREE FOR SUMMER FUN

ByMaggie O’Neill
McClatchy-Tribune Information Services

The Round-and-Round Swing, for kids ages 3 and older,
comes in black. $99.99 from hearthsong.com.MCT

What’s grosser
than gross?
Slimy green

mold growing in kids’
juice boxes. When the
drinks are preservative-
free, defects in the pack-

aging can allow oxygen
in and fungus to grow.

One concerned parent
recently took a Juicy
Juice box filled with
mold to St. Louis Chil-
dren’s Hospital. The
juice was not past its
expiration date, and the
child who drank it had no

symptoms.
The local incident was

the only complaint from
that batch of juice boxes
from the factory, accord-
ing to a statement from a
Juicy Juice representa-
tive.

Moldy or fermented
juice is not particularly
dangerous to drink, said
pediatrician Dr. Kathleen
Berchelmann of St. Louis
Children’s. But she took
the opportunity to advise
parents against giving
juice to kids because of
its sugar content and low
nutritional value. The
American Academy of
Pediatrics recommends
kids eat whole fruits over
fruit juice.

“For me as a pediatri-
cian this is an opportuni-
ty to catch people’s atten-
tion and talk about that
kids really shouldn’t be
drinking their calories,”
Berchelmann said. “Juice
is not a health food.”

The problem is not
just with Juicy Juice. An
Indiana State biology
student from St. Louis
recently found five types
of fungus in Capri Sun
packaged drinks as part
of a research project.

HEALTH EXPERTS: THINK BEFORE
GIVING KIDS JUICE TO DRINK

By Blythe Bernhard
McClatchy-Tribune Information Services


